Some time ago there was a short notice in this journal announcing that Dr. Royston Pigott had made an improvement in microscopes which promised to be absolutely necessary to all engaged in researches with that instrument. I have now his paper in extenso before me, and am glad to give some further details.
The accidental resolution of the marks on the Podura Scale into beads led Dr. Royston Pigott into extensive researches into the defects of microscopes. In these he was led to employ objects of which the exact appearance could be certainly known, of which the most convenient for general use, were the miniature images of large and comparatively coarse objects, such as thermometer scales made with achromatic objectives; and it was found, that an imperfect objective, when duly corrected for the nature of the image, whether uncovered or immersed, and when the coincidence of its axis* with that of the microscope was attended to, gave beautiful images, admitting of great amplification, and at once testing the corrections of the objectives.
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